DENTAL X-RAY FILM HOLDER* 


By H. E. Harvey, Lieutenant Commander, Dental Corps, United States 

Navy 


A VERY ingenious and practical film holder has been developed and patented 
by Lieutenant H. Gf. Ralph, of the Dental Corps. It consists of two parts, 
the holder of which goes in the mouth of the patient, and a removable guide 
or pointer which can be detached after the holder is in position. A portion 
of the holder projects as a flat metal lug at right angles to the plane of the 



Fig. 1.—Holder and Pointer. 



Fig. 2.—Film in holder, pointer attached. 

*Reprinted by permission from United States Naval Bulletin, October, 1921. 
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film, and this lug is held firmly between the closed teeth of the patient while 
the x-ray is being taken. 

The construction and use of this type of holder presents the following 
advantages: 

First. The film is held behind the selected teeth without the possibility 
of slipping. 

Second. The area necessary to obtain a definition of the apices is covered. 

Third. The jaws being closed allow relaxation of the adjacent muscles, 
thus frequently obviating the tendency to gag, particularly when raying the 
lower posterior molars. 



Fig. 3,—Holder and film in mouth, pointer Fig. 4.—Film and holder in mouth, pointer 

attached. detached. 


Fourth. A removable pointer indicates the plane and position of the 
film after it has been inserted in the mouth and the jaws closed, which is a 
material aid in getting the correct angle for the tube. 

Fifth. The holder and pointer are entirely of metal, and can be sterilized 
by boiling. 

Sixth. The appliance is of sufficient durability to be practically inde¬ 
structible. 

In lieu of a more detailed description illustrations are given. 




